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1.  Introduction 
 
The aim behind this document is to describe the content of the written middle school curriculum at H.I.S., that is, ÒWhat do 
we want the students to learn?Ó This curricular content informs decisions that are then made by the teachers regarding how 
best the students will learn through matching teaching and learning styles and how we will reflect upon and assess what 
the students have learned.  
 
H.I.S. is an IBMYP (International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme) candidate school. The authorization process will 
begin once the Diploma program is in place. The MYP aims to provide a bridge between the Primary and Diploma 
programs, preparing students for the academic challenges of the Diploma and University. We are committed to a trans-
disciplinary approach to curriculum planning and collaborative planning and assessment across the academic disciplines. 
 
The 8-point octagon summarizes the curricular framework provided by the IBO and implemented at H.I.S. The eight core 
subjects are interrelated through the five areas of interaction in the middle of the octagon and the personal project (started 
in grade 9 and finished in grade 10) at its centre. 
 
 

 
 

The overall philosophy of the programme is expressed through three fundamental concepts that support and strengthen all 
areas of the curriculum. These concepts are based on: 

• Intercultural awareness 
• Holistic learning 
• Communication 

 
The following pages describe the curriculum at H.I.S. in the eight subject areas, the five areas of interaction and the 
personal project. This is a concept-based, general overview including aims and objectives and suggested content through 
which the concepts may be taught. This provides the flexibility we need to facilitate trans-disciplinary planning, student 
inquiry, use of our environment and current events and to meet the changing needs of our students. Please watch the 
classroom bulletins for more specific timing and content information on the current year. 
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1.1.  Areas of Interact ion:  from the IBMYP Publ ication : Guide to  the Areas of Interact ion, 2002)  
 
The Areas of Interaction are interactive organizing themes which facilitate long-term learning. They build perspectives 
through which teachers and students consider teaching and learning, approach the different disciplines and establish 
effective connections. The Areas of Interaction provide a guide for inquiry and reflection and a common language used by 
all. They are also the starting point for the Personal project.  
 
The Areas of Interaction include the following themes, defined by the questions they pose. 
 
Approaches to learning (ATL)  
• How do I learn best? 
• How do I know? 
• How do I communicate my understanding? 
 
Community and service 
• How do we live in relation to each other? 
• How can I contribute to the community? 
• How can I help others? 
 
Homo faber (to be changed to human ingenuity) 
• Why and how do we create? 
• What are the consequences? 
 
Environments 
• Where do we live? 
• What resources do we have or need? 
• What are my responsibilities? 
 
Health and social education 
• How do I think and act? 
• How am I changing? 
• How can I look after myself and others? 
 
 
Personal Pro ject:  This in formation is taken from the H.I.S. Superv isorÕs Handbook 
 
The personal project is a significant body of work, produced over an extended period. It is a product of the studentÕs own 
initiative and should reflect his/her experience of the MYP. It provides an excellent opportunity for students to produce a 
truly creative piece of work of their choice and to demonstrate the skills they have learnt throughout the MYP. The personal 
project should use a combination of skills developed in the various subjects and through approaches to learning and must 
not be limited to one specific subject. The five areas of interaction are central to the experience of the personal project, 
which is intended to be the culmination of the studentÕs involvement with the five areas. At H.I.S, the project is started 
midway through grade 9 and completed in Grade 10. 
The personal project provides an opportunity for students to select a topic about which they are enthusiastic, and to show 
commitment to the completion of their own project. It is designed to assess their ability to organize and create and must not 
be part of the coursework for any other subject. The studentÕs personality and potential should shine through. Grades are 
awarded in the same way as for the eight subject groups of the MYP curriculum.  
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1.2.  The Eight Subject Areas 
 
Language A 
Language A is the studentÕs best language. It may be what is sometimes called their mother tongue, but it is not necessarily 
the first language a child learned. Language A and language B students of one language may or may not be integrated 
into one classroom setting. At H.I.S., we offer language A classes in two languages: English and German. 
 
Language B 
A language B course is meant to encourage students to gain competence in a modern language other than their mother 
tongue. Language B courses are divided up into three levels: foundation, standard and advanced. At H.I.S. we offer 
language B classes in German and Spanish. Language B English support is provided within the language A English class 
and in extra classes as needed. 
 
Physical Education 
All students attend the physical education course according to their grade level. 
 
Sciences 
At H.I.S. we offer an integrated science course at each grade level including a selection of topics from biology, chemistry, 
physics, earth and space sciences. 
 
Arts 
Each year we offer a selection of courses from the fields of drama, music and visual arts. At  present, all students attend the 
same courses in any given year. 
 
Mathematics 
All students attend the mathematics course at their grade level. Extended mathematics is currently integrated into the 
mathematics course. Extended mathematics students progress through the material at a faster pace and are offered 
extension topics in grades 9 and 10. 
 
Technology 
Each year we offer a selection of courses from the fields of material and informational technology. Material technology is 
also found within collaborative units with the science program and informational technology is found within collaborative 
units in language, humanities and mathematics classes. 
 
Humanities 
At H.I.S. we offer an integrated humanities course at each grade level including a selection of topics from history and 
geography.  
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2.  CURRICULUM CONTENTS 
2.1.  LANGUAGE A  

2.1.1.  LANGUAGE A ENGLISH 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
The English programme content covers both language and literature. The language units enable students to develop their skills in writing, 
reading and oral communication, through activities and small group discussions of texts being studied. The range of writing includes 
writing to explore, imagine, entertain, inform, explain, describe, argue, persuade, advise, analyse, review and comment. The range of 
reading will cover prose, poetry and drama.  The study of grammar, spelling and punctuation is integrated into the course in order to 
develop and improve the literacy of Language  students. 
AIMS  EXAMPLE LITERARY SELECTIONS 

Students will study literature through a variety 
of extracts. These are chosen based on 
interdisciplinary topics as well as for their 
value as a vehicle for learning the required 
skills and concepts. The reading list could 
include some of the following examplesÉ 
GRADE 6 
Genre studies, may include auto/biographies 
and non-fiction as well as books from the 
following authors: 
• Madeline LÕEngle, 
• Terry Pratchett 
• Ellen Raskin 
GRADE 7 
• Adventures of Ulysses (Abridged 

Odyssey) 
• Freak the Mighty 
• The Giver 
• Open source prose and poetry 
• Poetry by Jacqueline Woodson, 

Langston Hughes and ShakespeareÕs 
Sonnets 

GRADE 8 
• Tales of Beauty and Cruelty 
• Fairytales, H.C. Anderson, Brothers 

Grimm and tales from other cultures 
• The Once and Future King 
• Internet poetry resources 
GRADE 9 

 

• Haroun and the Sea of Stories 
•  A Christmas Carol, Dickens 
• Religious Parables, J.B. (drama) 
• The Catcher in the Rye 
• Open source poetry  
GRADE 10 

The aims of the teaching and study of language A are to encourage and enable the  
student to:  
• use the language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning and 

self-expression  
• use language as a tool for personal growth, social interaction and for 

developing relationships within the international community  
• comprehend more clearly aspects of their own culture and those of other 

cultures by exploring the interdependence of human beings through a variety of 
works  

• explore the many facets of the language through the use of media and 
information technology  

• develop the skills involved in speaking, listening, reading, writing and viewing 
in a variety of contexts  

• respond appropriately to a variety of texts  
• read widely to promote a lifelong interest in language and literature  
• develop a critical and creative approach to studying and analysing literature  
• develop language skills through interdisciplinary work  
• consider the role of literature both culturally and historically  
• reflect on the learning process in various ways and at various stages  
• empathize with real people and fictional characters as and when appropriate. 

 
Author studies could include: 
• Melville, Gilman, Clarke, OÕConnor. 

Hemmingway, Mann, Hawthorne and 
others 

• German literature in translation could 
include: Siddhartha, Homo Faber, The 
Trial, Grimm. 
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2.1.2.  LANGUAGE A GERMAN 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
The Language A German curriculum presents a progressive course of study which gives insight into basic structures and functions of the 
language, emphasizes communication and leads to an understanding and appreciation of literature. The topics and skills are taught in 
combination as communicative activities involving both active and receptive skills. In all grades German is not taught in isolation, but 
content orientated and/or linked with other subjects. To develop and refine the necessary linguistic skills of reading, writing, listening and 
speaking a variety of topics and texts are used according to age level, interest and needs of the students and topicality. The curriculum in 
all grades covers both language and literature. 
AIMS GRADE 6 

In grade 6, the language units enable the students to 
develop their critical thinking skills, language 
awareness and literacy skills based on age-
appropriated literature. The main focus is to enable 
the students to build on their knowledge and literacy 
skills acquired through their PYP schooling, as well as 
organization and style and language usage of 
written and oral tasks. 
GRADE 7 
In grade 7, the language units enable the students to 
improve their critical thinking skills, language 
awareness and literacy skills based on age-
appropriated literature. The main focus is to enable 
the students to improve their knowledge and literacy 
skills, as well as to improve their organization, style 
and language usage of written and oral tasks. 
GRADE 8 

The aims of the teaching and study of language A are to encourage and 
enable the  
student to:  
• use the language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning 

and self-expression  
• use language as a tool for personal growth, social interaction and for 

developing relationships within the international community  
• comprehend more clearly aspects of their own culture and those of other 

cultures by exploring the interdependence of human beings through a 
variety of works  

• explore the many facets of the language through the use of media and 
information technology  

• develop the skills involved in speaking, listening, reading, writing and 
viewing in a variety of contexts  

• respond appropriately to a variety of texts  
• read widely to promote a lifelong interest in language and literature  
• develop a critical and creative approach to studying and analyzing 

literature and other medium.  
• develop language skills through interdisciplinary work  
• consider the role of literature both culturally and historically  
• reflect on the learning process in various ways and at various stages  
OBJECTIVES 

In grade 8, the language units enable the students to 
expand their critical thinking skills, language 
awareness and literacy skills based on a variety of 
literature. The main focus is to enable the students to 
expand their knowledge and literacy skills, as well 
as organization, style and language usage of written 
and oral tasks. 
GRADE 9 
In grade 9, the language units enable the students to 
improve and refine their critical thinking skills and 
language awareness through the study of an 
expanding variety of literature. The main focus is to 
enable the students to improve and refine their 
knowledge, literacy skills and language style as well 
as their understanding, appreciation of and critical 
approach to literature in German. 
GRADE 10 

At the end of the course students should be able to: 
• understand and comment on the language, content, structure, meaning and 

significance of both familiar and previously unseen pieces of writing  
• demonstrate a critical awareness of a range of written and visual texts  
• use language to narrate, describe, analyze, explain, argue, persuade, 

inform, entertain and express feelings  
• compare texts and connect themes to show similarities or differences across 

genres  
• express an informed personal response to literary and non-literary texts and 

demonstrate the ability to approach works independently  
• understand connotations within a language in order to interpret the authorÕs 

or speakerÕs intentions  
• express ideas with clarity and coherence in both oral and written 

communication  
• structure ideas and arguments, both orally and in writing, in a sustained 

and logical way, and support them with relevant examples  
• distinguish the main ideas in a text from the secondary ideas  
• use and understand an appropriate and varied range of vocabulary and 

idiom  
• use correct grammar with appropriate and varied sentence structure  
• show awareness of the need for an effective choice of register suited to the 

audience in both oral and written communication. 

 

In grade 10, the language units enable the students 
to improve and refine their critical thinking skills and 
language awareness through the study of an 
expanding variety of literature. The main focus is to 
enable the students to refine their knowledge, literacy 
skills and language style as well as their 
understanding, appreciation of and critical approach 
to literature in German. 
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2.2.  LANGUAGE B 
2.2.1.  LANGUAGE B GERMAN 

2.2.1.1 .  LANGUAGE B GERMAN Ð FOUNDATION LEVEL 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
This course is intended for students who have had very little or no instructions in the German language. Emphasis is placed on all four 
learning skills Ð listening, speaking, reading and writing. The main objective of this course is for students to learn how to apply their 
knowledge of the language in real life situations. For this purpose, students will learn how to introduce themselves and other people, to 
hold a short conversation, talk about everyday subjects and news about their communities and the world, inform about personal or 
special events in simple as well as more complex sentences. Furthermore, upon completion of the course, students will be able to 
produce pieces of writing including verbs referring to different tenses. The duration of the course is 18 months. At H.I.S we foster 
teaching across ability levels. The themes of the course will link to the areas of interaction or other subjects when it is meaningful. 
StudentsÕ work will be assessed according to the MYP assessment criteria in form of self-peer and teacher assessment 
AIMS (General for a ll language B courses)  SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
The aims of the study of modern foreign languages are to: 
• enable the student to use language(s) effectively as a means of 

practical communication, providing a sound base of 
communication skills necessary for future study, work and leisure 

• enable the student to understand the nature of language and the 
process of total language learning, which comprises the 
integration of linguistic, cultural and social components 

• enable the student to develop an appreciation of a variety of 
literary and non-literary texts 

• offer insight into the cultural characteristics of the communities 
where the language(s) is (are) spoken 

• encourage an awareness and understanding of the perspectives 
of people from other cultures 

• promote involvement with different communities, where relevant 
• provide access to varied sources of information 
• foster curiosity, a lifelong interest and enjoyment in language 

learning. 

 At the end of the foundation course, students should be 
able to: 
• request and/or provide information as appropriate to 

the task within common/everyday topics 
• understand and respond to questions and statements 

within a variety of aspects within common/everyday 
topics 

• present relevant ideas to  common/everyday topics 
and give detail where appropriate 

• maintain a coherent and flowing basic conversation 
with natural pauses 

• pronounce known words/phrases clearly and with 
appropriate intonation 

• use a range of vocabulary from studied units and/or 
common/everyday topics confidently 

• use a range of basic grammatical structures 
appropriate to common/everyday topics 

OBJECTIVES (General for a ll language B courses)  WRITING 
At the end of the course students should be able to: 
• communicate information, ideas and opinions 
• demonstrate comprehension of specific factual information and 

attitudes, expressed in spoken and written contexts 
• identify main ideas and supporting details and draw conclusions 

from spoken and written texts 
• understand and appropriately use structures and vocabulary 
• request and provide information in both spoken and written 

contexts 
• engage actively in oral production using comprehensible 

pronunciation and intonation 
• take part in formal and informal exchanges related to the areas of 

interaction and to cultural and international issues. 

 At the end of the foundation course, students should be 
able to: 
• communicate information on a variety of aspects 

within common/everyday topics 
• use relevant and detailed ideas, according to task 

supported appropriately 
• follow a logical structure 
• use simple cohesive devices to clarify idea and/or 

message 
• use and spell key words and/or unit related words 

accurately 
• use correct punctuation appropriately 
• use range of vocabulary within common/everyday 

topics correctly 
• use a range of basic grammatical structures correctly  

At the end of the foundation course, students shou ld be 
able to: 

 READING 

LINGUISTIC CONCEPTS: WORD LEVEL 
• identify verbs, nouns, adjectives, pronouns, some modal verbs 

(can, must), prepositions of time and place 
• use verbs correctly: present tense and past tense 

 At the end of the foundation course, students should be 
able to: 
• identify basic and more-complex facts in texts with 

familiar and unfamiliar language 
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• use adjectives for comparison 
• use nouns and articles correctly 
• spell familiar words correctly  
• use basic cardinal and ordinal numbers correctly 

LINGUISTIC CONCEPTS: SENTENCE LEVEL 
• master simple sentence structure (subject, verb, object) 
• form questions (W questions and Yes/No questions) 
• use more complex sentence structure using common conjunctions 

• identify the main idea and supporting details 
• draw conclusions of texts with familiar and unfamiliar 

language 
• ask and answer questions based on familiar and 

unfamiliar texts within common/everyday topics 
• summarize texts within common/everyday topics 
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2.2.2.  LANGUAGE B GERMAN Ð STANDARD LEVEL 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
This course is intended for students who have completed the Foundation Level course or have received German instructions that fulfil the 
learning outcomes of the Foundation Level course. Emphasis is placed on all four learning skills Ð listening, speaking, reading and 
writing. The main objective of this course is for students to extend and apply their knowledge of the language in real life situations as 
well as on selected topics or themes. For this purpose, students will learn how to collect and organize information using a wider range of 
vocabulary when speaking, reading and writing. Furthermore, upon completion of the course, students will have a clear understanding 
and handling of basic German grammar and spelling rules. The duration of the course is 2Ð3 years. At H.I.S we foster teaching across 
ability levels. The themes of the course will link to the areas of interaction or other subjects when it is meaningful. StudentsÕ work will be 
assessed according to the MYP assessment criteria in form of self-peer and teacher assessment. 
AIMS (General for a ll language B courses)  SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
The aims of the study of modern foreign languages are to: 
• enable the student to use language(s) effectively as a means of practical 

communication, providing a sound base of communication skills 
necessary for future study, work and leisure 

• enable the student to understand the nature of language and the process 
of total language learning, which comprises the integration of linguistic, 
cultural and social components 

• enable the student to develop an appreciation of a variety of literary and 
non-literary texts 

• offer insight into the cultural characteristics of the communities where the 
language(s) is (are) spoken 

• encourage an awareness and understanding of the perspectives of 
people from other cultures 

• promote involvement with different communities, where relevant 
• provide access to varied sources of information 
• foster curiosity, a lifelong interest and enjoyment in language learning. 

 At the end of the standard course, students should 
be able to: 
• communicate more complex information, ideas 

and opinions clearly and effectively within a 
wide range of topics 

• respond and react clearly and correctly to 
questions and ideas in familiar and 
spontaneous situations 

• contribute to conversations appropriately and 
engage actively, fluently and spontaneously  

• maintain a flow of ideas and a logical 
continuity in conversations within topics studied 
in the classroom 

• pronounce words/phrases clearly and 
correctly  

• express themselves with correct and clear 
intonation  

• use a range of more complex grammatical 
structures correctly. 

OBJECTIVES (General for a ll language B courses)  WRITING 
At the end of the course students should be able to: 
• communicate information, ideas and opinions 
• demonstrate comprehension of specific factual information and attitudes, 

expressed in spoken and written contexts 
• identify main ideas and supporting details and draw conclusions from 

spoken and written texts 
• understand and appropriately use structures and vocabulary 
• request and provide information in both spoken and written contexts 
• engage actively in oral production using comprehensible pronunciation 

and intonation 
• take part in formal and informal exchanges related to the areas of 

interaction and to cultural and international issues. 
At the end of the standard course, students should be able to: 
LINGUISTIC CONCEPTS: WORD LEVEL 

 At the end of the standard course, students should 
be able to: 
communicate information clearly and effectively 
• write relevant and supported simple and 

complex ideas  
• justify opinions appropriately 
• structure the work clearly and effectively 
• use format and structure appropriate to the task 

which adds to the clarity and coherence of the 
message 

• use cohesive devices effectively 
• use a wide range of vocabulary and varied 

structures appropriately 
• show accuracy in spelling, mistakes do not 

interfere with communication 
• use consistently appropriate register 

 READING 

• identify noun, verb, adjective, adverb, prepositions, conjunctions 
• use verbs correctly: present tense, past tense, future tense, conditionals, 

modal verbs 
• use and spell compound nouns correctly 
• use definite and indefinite articles correctly 
• use adjectives and their comparison forms correctly 
• use and identify prepositions of direction, time and with verbs correctly 

 At the end of the standard course, students should 
be able to: 
• identify stated and implied information 
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• spell familiar words correctly 
• understand and use basic spelling strategies/ patterns 
• use cardinal and ordinal numbers correctly 
LINGUISTIC CONCEPTS: SENTENCE LEVEL 
• identify and form simple and more complex sentences correctly 
• identify and form relative clauses correctly 
• use main clauses and subordinate clauses in writing 
• identify and form direct speech 

 • identify main ideas and supporting details in 
texts with familiar and unfamiliar language 
and/or complex ideas 

• draw conclusions 
• identify some aspects of format and style 
• summarize texts with increasing length within 

familiar and unfamiliar topics 
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2.2.3.  LANGUAGE B GERMAN Ð ADVANCED LEVEL 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
This course is intended for students who have completed the Standard Level course or have received German instructions that fulfil the 
learning outcomes of the Standard Level course. Emphasis is placed on all four learning skills Ð listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
At H.I.S we foster teaching across ability levels. The themes of the course will link to the areas of interaction or other subjects when it is 
meaningful. StudentsÕ work will be assessed according to the MYP assessment criteria in form of self-peer and teacher assessment. 
AIMS (General for a ll language B courses)  SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
The aims of the study of modern foreign languages are to: 
• enable the student to use language(s) effectively as a means of 

practical communication, providing a sound base of communication 
skills necessary for future study, work and leisure 

• enable the student to understand the nature of language and the 
process of total language learning, which comprises the integration 
of linguistic, cultural and social components 

• enable the student to develop an appreciation of a variety of literary 
and non-literary texts 

• offer insight into the cultural characteristics of the communities where 
the language(s) is (are) spoken 

• encourage an awareness and understanding of the perspectives of 
people from other cultures 

• promote involvement with different communities, where relevant 
• provide access to varied sources of information 
• foster curiosity, a lifelong interest and enjoyment in language 

learning. 

 At the end of the advanced course, students should be 
able to: 
• communicate complex information, ideas and 

opinions clearly and effectively within a great 
variety of topics literature and non literature based 

• support ideas and opinions with appropriate 
examples and illustrations 

• respond and react in a sophisticated manner in 
familiar and spontaneous situations 

• contribute to conversations and engage 
appropriately, actively and fluently 

• maintain a flow of ideas and a logical continuity in 
varied conversations with increasing length and 
depth  

• pronounce known as well as unknown words 
correctly 

• use proper intonation for various words and/or 
phrases 

• use a wide range of vocabulary correctly 
• use a range of sophisticated grammatical structures 
• vary register and style of language appropriate to 

different situations 
OBJECTIVES (General for a ll language B courses)  WRITING 
At the end of the course students should be able to: 
• communicate information, ideas and opinions 
• demonstrate comprehension of specific factual information and 

attitudes, expressed in spoken and written contexts 
• identify main ideas and supporting details and draw conclusions 

from spoken and written texts 
• understand and appropriately use structures and vocabulary 
• request and provide information in both spoken and written contexts 
• engage actively in oral production using comprehensible 

pronunciation and intonation 
• take part in formal and informal exchanges related to the areas of 

interaction and to cultural and international issues. 

 At the end of the advanced course, students should be 
able to: 
• communicate complex information  
• use relevant and supported ideas  
• express opinions clearly and relevant to the task 

and supported by examples and illustrations 
• respond to various topics in a sophisticated manner 

and develop ideas 
• use a format and structure appropriate to the task to 

organize the work 
• use a range of cohesive devices appropriately and 

correctly 
• use a range of vocabulary and idioms correctly and 

effectively 
• show accuracy in spelling and punctuation 
• apply complex grammar appropriately and 

correctly 
• vary register and style appropriate to the task 

and/or audience 
• show humour or irony when appropriate to the task 
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LANGUAGE B GERMAN Ð ADVANCED LEVEL Ð continued 
 

At the end of the standard course, students should be able 
to: 

READING / TEXT INTERPRETATION 

LINGUISTIC CONCEPTS: WORD LEVEL 
• identify and use noun, verb, adjective, adverb, prepositions, 

conjunctions correctly 
• verb: form and use present tense, past tense, future tense, passive 

and active,  conditionals correctly and use  most modal verbs 
correctly  

• nouns: use and spell compound nouns correctly, form plural correctly 
• use definite and indefinite articles correctly, use adjectives correctly 

and  their comparison forms correctly 
• use and identify prepositions of direction,  place, time , manner, 

reason correctly 
• spell familiar words correctly 
• understand and use more complex spelling strategies/ patterns 
• use cardinal and ordinal numbers correctly 
LINGUISTIC CONCEPTS: SENTENCE LEVEL 
• identify and form complex sentences correctly 
• identify and form relative clauses correctly 
• use main clauses and subordinate clauses correctly 
• identify and form direct and indirect speech 
• understand and identify components of sentences  

 

At the end of the advanced course, students should be 
able to: 
• identify both stated and implied opinions and 

attitudes 
• identify ideas and supporting details in texts with 

familiar and unfamiliar language 
• read and understand texts with complex ideas and 

subtleties 
• draw conclusions 
• infer information supported with details from text 
• interpret aspects of style 
• read texts and books with increasing length 
• read and understand poems and literature 

appropriate to age 
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2.2.4.  LANGUAGE B SPANISH 
2.2.4.1 .  LANGUAGE B SPANISH Ð FOUNDATION LEVEL 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
This course is intended for beginner Spanish students and students who have had very little instruction in Spanish. Emphasis is placed on 
all four learning skills Ð listening, speaking, reading and writing. The main objective of this course is for students to learn how to apply 
their knowledge of the language in real life situations. For this purpose, students will learn how to introduce themselves and other people, 
how to start and end a conversation properly, talk about everyday subjects and news about their communities and the world, describe 
their vacation places, and describe a geographic region in more complex sentences. Furthermore, upon completion of the course, 
students will be able to produce accurate pieces of writing including verbs to refer to present, past, and future actions. At H.I.S. we 
foster teaching across ability levels. The themes of the course will link to the Areas of Interaction or other subjects when it is meaningful. 
StudentsÕ work will be assessed according to the MYP assessment criteria in the form of self-, peer and teacher assessment. 
AIMS (General for a ll language B courses)  
The aims of the study of modern foreign languages are to: 
• enable the student to use language(s) effectively as a means of 

practical communication, providing a sound base of communication 
skills necessary for future study, work and leisure 

• enable the student to understand the nature of language and the 
process of total language learning, which comprises the integration 
of linguistic, cultural and social components 

• enable the student to develop an appreciation of a variety of literary 
and non-literary texts 

• offer insight into the cultural characteristics of the communities where 
the language(s) is (are) spoken 

• encourage an awareness and understanding of the perspectives of 
people from other cultures 

• promote involvement with different communities, where relevant 
• provide access to varied sources of information 
• foster curiosity, a lifelong interest and enjoyment in language 

learning. 

 
The aims of the Spanish Foundation Level are 
to encourage and enable students to: 
• Introduce themselves and other people. 
• Identify their countries of origin and their location in 

the world. 
• Establish differences and similarities within the 

cultures represented in the classroom. 
• Talk about routine activities. 
• Learn the vocabulary associated with shopping and 

ordering food at  a restaurant. 
• Describe the location of places within cities and 

how to get there, the location of cities within 
regions and countries, and the location of these 
countries in the world. Students are required to give 
a presentation on a Spanish speaking country or 
region.  

• Tell recent past events by using ÒPretŽrito Perfecto.Ó 
• Express future events by using the future form Òir a.Ó 
• Comprehend basic Spanish literary texts. 

OBJECTIVES (General for a ll language B courses)  
At the end of the course students should be able to: 
• communicate information, ideas and opinions 
• demonstrate comprehension of specific factual information and 

attitudes, expressed in spoken and written contexts 
• identify main ideas and supporting details and draw conclusions 

from spoken and written texts 
• understand and appropriately use structures and vocabulary 
• request and provide information in both spoken and written contexts 
• engage actively in oral production using comprehensible 

pronunciation and intonation 
• take part in formal and informal exchanges related to the areas of 

interaction and to cultural and international issues. 

 
Upon completion of the Spanish Foundation 
Level,  students should be able to 
• Start and finish an everyday conversation. 
• Recognize dialectal and cultural differences. 
• Write complete and accurate texts using simple 

forms of past, present and future tenses. 
• Present accurately on any given topic. 
• Comprehend basic Spanish literary texts, discuss 

them in class, and write a summary about them. 
• Navigate in a Spanish speaking country. 
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2.2.4.2 .  LANGUAGE B SPANISH Ð STANDARD LEVEL 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
This course is intended for students who have successfully completed the Foundation Spanish level or have had at least eighteen months 
of Spanish instruction. Emphasis will continue to be placed on all four learning skills Ð listening, speaking, reading and writing. Students 
will be required to master different forms of past and future tenses, and integrate these into more complex writing and speaking activities. 
Students will have the opportunity to write the text for the studentsÕ class website; write an advertisement; understand, analyze, and even 
write their own prose. Furthermore, students will be able to engage in more complex conversations accurately and spontaneously. Upon 
completion of the course, students will be able to communicate information clearly and effectively. At H.I.S. we foster teaching across 
ability levels. The themes of the course will link to the Areas of Interaction or other subjects when it is meaningful. StudentsÕ work will be 
assessed according to the MYP assessment criteria in the form of self-peer and teacher assessment. 
AIMS (General for a ll language B courses)  
• The aims of the study of modern foreign languages are to: 
• enable the student to use language(s) effectively as a means of 

practical communication, providing a sound base of communication 
skills necessary for future study, work and leisure 

• enable the student to understand the nature of language and the 
process of total language learning, which comprises the integration 
of linguistic, cultural and social components 

• enable the student to develop an appreciation of a variety of literary 
and non-literary texts 

• offer insight into the cultural characteristics of the communities where 
the language(s) is (are) spoken 

• encourage an awareness and understanding of the perspectives of 
people from other cultures 

• promote involvement with different communities, where relevant 
• provide access to varied sources of information 
• foster curiosity, a lifelong interest and enjoyment in language 

learning. 

 
The aims of the Spanish Standard Level are to 
encourage and enable students to:  communicate  
• Express actions occurring at the time of speaking 

both in present and past tense. 
• Express complete actions and habits in the past 

through the use of ÓPretŽrito IndefinidoÓ and 
ÒPretŽrito Imperfecto.Ó 

• Express wishes and intentions using constructions 
with Òquerer/tener ganas deÓ plus infinitive. 

• Make comparisons using Òel mismo/la misma/los 
mismos/las mismas.Ó  

• Use phrasal verbs, adverbs of time, and connectors 
such as Òadem‡s, en cambioÓ in written 
compositions. 

• Learn the imperative form of verbs. 
• Internalize the use of Direct and Indirect Object 

forms. 
• Learn the correct use of adverbs finishing in Ðmente. 
• Make predictions. 
• Learn the difference between cardinal and ordinal 

numbers. 
• Use adverbs of time to mark Future Tense. 
• Read and analyze texts about artists, writers, 

researches, and warriors from Latin America and 
Spain. 

• Explore how ancient civilizations functioned 
(Mayas, Aztecs). 

• Learn the lexicon used in Advertising.  
• Analyze more complex Spanish literary texts. 

OBJECTIVES (General for a ll language B courses)  
At the end of the course students should be able to: 
• communicate information, ideas and opinions 
• demonstrate comprehension of specific factual information and 

attitudes, expressed in spoken and written contexts 
• identify main ideas and supporting details and draw conclusions 

from spoken and written texts 
• understand and appropriately use structures and vocabulary 
• request and provide information in both spoken and written contexts 
• engage actively in oral production using comprehensible 

pronunciation and intonation 
• take part in formal and informal exchanges related to the areas of 

interaction and to cultural and international issues. 

 
Upon completion of the Spanish Standard 
Level,  students should be able to 
• Describe and rate TV programs and advertisements. 
• Write a small biography about a renowned person 

using the correct form of language. 
• Write more complex texts using adverbs of time, 

connectors, and subordinate clauses. 
• Write and speak in past, present and future tenses 

with ease. 
• Comprehend the language used in Advertising and 

the subliminal messages present in ads. 
• Identify some renowned Spanish writers. 
• Design the text for the classÕ Web Page. 
• Function in a Spanish speaking country. 
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2.3.  PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
Physical education (PE) has a unique and significant contribution to make to education. It also plays a very important role within the Middle 
Years Programme as it contributes to the total development of the individual. Physical education in the MYP is concerned with more than 
sports and games. Its clear goal is to contribute to the development of a studentÕs physical, intellectual, emotional and social maturity. 
Physical education in the MYP aims to cultivate a healthy lifestyle for students and therefore advocates activities that are enjoyable and that 
also contribute to healthy living. 
AIMS GRADE 6 

The grade six physical education curriculum covers 
the following areas of activity; games, dance, 
gymnastics, swimming and water safety, athletics, 
outdoor and adventurous activities and health and 
wellbeing. The units enable the students to develop 
and play competitive invasion games, use defence 
and attack strategies, to create and perform dances 
using movement patters, to use techniques and 
movement combinations in different gymnastic styles, 
to use a range of recognized strokes and techniques 
in swimming events, to set and meet personal and 
group targets in a range of athletic events and to 
develop the understanding and strategies for lifelong 
fitness.   
The main focus is health and the development of 
communication and cooperation skills in team and 
individual activities. 
GRADE 7 OR 8 

The aims of physical education are to enable students to: 
• appreciate and understand the value of physical education and its 

relationship to a healthy, active lifestyle 
• work to their optimal level of physical fitness 
• become aware of movement as a creative medium connected to 

communication, expression and aesthetic appreciation 
• develop the motor skills necessary to participate successfully in a variety of 

physical activities 
• experience enjoyment and satisfaction through physical activity 
• develop social skills that demonstrate the importance of teamwork and 

cooperation in group activities 
• demonstrate a high level of interest and personal engagement showing 

initiative, enthusiasm and commitment 
• show knowledge and understanding in a variety of physical activities and 

evaluate their own and othersÕ performances 
• demonstrate the ability to critically reflect upon physical activity in both a 

local and intercultural context 
• demonstrate the ability and enthusiasm to pass on to others in the 

community the knowledge, skills and techniques that have been learned. 

OBJECTIVES 

The grade seven and eight physical education 
curriculum covers the following areas of activity; 
games, dance, gymnastics, swimming and water 
safety, athletics, outdoor and adventurous activities 
and health and wellbeing. The units enable the 
students to respond to changing situations in games, 
create and modify modern and cultural dance 
movements, use compositional principles when 
designing their sequences in gymnastics, to set and 
meet personal and group targets in swimming 
events, use a range of running, jumping and 
throwing techniques, to identify the roles and 
responsibilities of individuals within a group when 
planning strategies and to learn and recognize a 
range of activities that help strengthen and develop a 
range of body parts. 
GRADE 9 OR 10 

At the end of the course students should be able to: 
• demonstrate an understanding of the principles and concepts related to a 

variety of physical activities 
• understand the importance of physical activity to a healthy lifestyle 
• recall and understand the various components that contribute to health-

related fitness. 
• compose and communicate meaning and ideas through movement. 
• display acquired motor skills necessary to perform a variety of physical 

activities 
• apply tactics, strategies and rules in both individual and group situations 
• use movement concepts appropriately in relation to themselves, others and 

their physical environment 
• apply health and fitness principles effectively through a variety of physical 

activities. 
• work cooperatively 
• respect themselves and their social and physical environment 
• support and encourage others (towards a positive working environment) 
• develop attitudes and strategies that enhance their relationship with others 
• show sensitivity to their own and different cultures. 
• show initiative, creativity and a willingness to improve themselves 
• take responsibility for their own learning process and demonstrate 

engagement with the activity, showing enthusiasm and commitment 

 

The grade nine and ten physical education 
curriculum covers the following areas of activity: 
games, dance, gymnastics, swimming and water 
safety, athletics and outdoor and adventurous 
activities. The units enable the students to develop 
and play competitive games using advanced 
techniques and skills, to choreograph and perform 
complex dances, to compose and perform 
sequences on the floor and using apparatus, to meet 
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• show self-motivation, organization and responsible behaviour 
• recognize, analyse and evaluate the effects of a variety of physical 

activities on themselves and others 
• reflect upon and evaluate their own performance in order to set goals for 

future development. 

 challenges in water-based activities, to take part in 
athletic events and large-scale outdoor activities 
using a range of outdoor activity skills and 
techniques. 
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4.1.  SCIENCE 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
The sciences and their methods of investigation offer a way of learning through inquiry that can contribute to the development of an 
analytical and critical way of thinking. MYP sciences emphasizes the role of inquiry and encourages the development of not only scientific 
inquiry skills but also transferable thinking skills. Even more important than demonstrations and activities, investigations are core to science 
classes at H.I.S. Students will design and carry out investigations in the laboratory and in the field at all levels. Students are also 
encouraged to appreciate the links between science and everyday life. This is in part addressed through collaborative units with other 
subject areas in addition to essays, debates and interviews with scientists. We offer an integrated science course for each grade level, 
including topics in biology, chemistry, physics, earth and space sciences. 
AIMS GRADE 6 

The focus of the grade 6 Science course is on 
learning basic skills needed for the study of 
science. The topics covered may include 
observing and measuring, solutions and 
mixtures, cells and reproduction, an overview 
of human organs and body systems, 
classification of living things (animals), and/or 
rocks and weathering. 
GRADE 7 
The focus of the grade 7 Science course is on 
models and theories. The topics may include 
magnets and electricity, energy and waves, 
atoms and elements, heating and cooling, 
forces and laws of motion and/or 
classification of living things (plants). 

The aims of the teaching and study of science are to encourage and enable the 
student to:  
• develop inquiring minds and curiosity about science and the natural world 
• acquire knowledge, conceptual understanding and skills to solve problems and 

make informed decisions in scientific and other contexts 
• develop skills of scientific inquiry to design and carry out scientific investigations 

and evaluate scientific evidence to draw conclusions 
• communicate scientific ideas, arguments and practical experiences accurately in 

a variety of ways 
• think analytically, critically and creatively to solve problems, judge arguments 

and make decisions in scientific and other contexts 
• appreciate the benefits and limitations of science and its application in 

technological developments 
• understand the international nature of science and the interdependence of 

science, technology and society, including the benefits, limitations and 
implications imposed by social, economic, political, environmental, cultural and 
ethical factors 

GRADE 8 

OBJECTIVES 

 

The focus of the grade 8 Science course is on 
food science, energy and the environment. 
The topics may include chemistry of food, 
digestion and circulation, food preparation 
and hygiene, environmental chemistry, energy 
and electricity, pressure and moments and/or 
living with the weather. 
GRADE 9 

 

In grades 9 and 10 the units are divided 
more clearly into classic science disciplines in 
order to prepare students for making a choice 
of sciences in future studies. Topics in grade 9 
may include 
Chemistry of life, Homeostasis in the human 
body, Elements and matter, Structure and 
bonding, Light and optics or Gravity and 
space. 

At the end of the course students should be able to: 
• describe and discuss ways in which science is applied and used to solve local 

and global problems 
• describe and evaluate the benefits and limitations of science and scientific 

applications as well as their effect on life and society 
• discuss how science and technology are interdependent and assist each other in 

the development of knowledge and technological applications 
• communicate scientific information using a range of scientific language and 

appropriate modes of communication 
• present scientific information in a variety of formats, acknowledging sources as 

appropriate 
• use where appropriate a range of information and communication technology 

applications to access, process and communicate scientific information. 
• recognize and recall scientific information  
• explain and apply scientific information to solve problems in familiar and 

unfamiliar situations 
• analyse scientific information by identifying components, relationships and  GRADE 10 
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patterns, both in experimental data and ideas 
• discuss and evaluate scientific information from different sources (Internet, 

newspaper articles, television, scientific texts and publications) and assess its 
credibility. 

• define the problem or research question to be tested by a scientific investigation 
• formulate a hypothesis and explain it using logical scientific reasoning 
• design scientific investigations that include variables and controls, 

material/equipment needed, a method to be followed, data to be collected and 
suggestions for its analysis 

• evaluate the method, commenting on its reliability and/or validity 
• suggest improvements to the method. 
• collect and record data using appropriate units of measurement  
• organize and transform data into numerical and diagrammatic forms, including 

mathematical calculations and visual representation (tables, graphs and charts) 

 Topics in grade 10 may include Genetics and 
inheritance, Natural selection and evolution, 
Chemical analysis, Redox and electrolysis, 
Forces and motion or Electricity and 
magnetism. 

 
SCIENCE Ð continued 

 
• present data in a variety of ways using appropriate communication modes 

and conventions (units of measurement) 
• analyze and interpret data by identifying trends, patterns and relationships 
• draw conclusions supported by scientific explanations and a reasoned 

interpretation of the analysis of the data. 
• carry out scientific investigations using materials and techniques safely and 

skilfully 
• work effectively as members of a team, collaborating, acknowledging and 

supporting others as well as ensuring a safe working environment. 
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4.2.  THE ARTS 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
The MYP music curriculum at H.I.S is comprised of four areas of assessment (Knowledge and Understanding, Application, Reflection and 
Evaluation and Artistic Awareness and Personal Engagement) and four areas of skills (Listening, Performing, Composing and Appraising). 
The aim of our curriculum is to give all students a general overview of the history of Western music, including key composers, musical eras 
and genres, an appreciation of music from all cultures, the confidence and skills to perform, the techniques to allow creativity in 
composition, and the ability to appraise their own music and that of others. 
 
The MYP drama programme is skills based. Students are introduced to the foundation skills of drama, both practical and technical. 
Throughout the course students explore a variety of themes and ideas, including moral and social issues, whilst learning and developing 
their drama skills.  
Students are encouraged to work in a variety of ways in order for them to create and develop their own drama as well as interpreting and 
responding to the work of others: peers as well as dramatists. Decisions regarding stimulus material are made so that coherent links can be 
made with other curriculum areas in line with the holistic approach of the MYP. 
 
The M.Y.P visual art curriculum at H.I.S. aims to provide a balanced programme in which studio practice, art appreciation, art criticism 
and aesthetics are integrated disciplines. The aim of this programme is to relate content and themes to the studentÕs own world and to foster 
individual solutions in art making. Through a planned programme students will have the opportunity to create both two and three 
dimensional pieces working in a range of areas including; drawing, painting, printing, textiles, mixed media, sculpture and construction 
whilst making meaningful connections beyond the classroom.  
AIMS (GENERAL TO ALL THE ARTS) Key Music Ski l ls:  for al l grade levels 

Skills will be strengthened, deepened and reviewed 
through a spiral curriculum, integrating 
interdisciplinary studies. 
• Aural Identification of Music elements and genre 
• Practical Performance skills 
• Reading and writing musical notation 
• Using music elements creatively 
• Journals recording process and self reflection 
Key Drama Ski l ls:  for al l grade levels 

Participation in the arts should enable students to 
• experience and develop curiosity, interest and enjoyment in their own 

creativity and that of others 
• explore through the processes of visual and performing arts 
• acquire and develop skills needed for the creation of visual and performing 

art work 
• use the language, concepts and principles of visual and performing arts 
• communicate their thoughts and ideas through visual and performing arts 
• create visual and performing art work 
• reflect on, appreciate and evaluate their work and the work of others 
• develop receptiveness to visual and performing art forms across time, place 

and cultures, and perceive the significance of these art forms as an integral 
part of life. 

OBJECTIVES (GENERAL TO ALL THE ARTS) 

Skills will be strengthened, deepened and reviewed 
through a spiral curriculum, integrating 
interdisciplinary studies. 
• Role play 
• Improvisation  
• Mime  
• Voice skills 
• Characterization 
• Scripted Performance 
• Journal writing: process, ideas and self-reflection 
Key Visual Arts Ski lls:  for al l grade leve ls 

At the end of the course students should be able to: 
• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the theoretical basis of the 

art forms studied 
• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a variety of styles, 

developments and ideas which have shaped the arts across time and 
cultures 

• apply appropriate terminology to show aesthetic and critical awareness. 
• plan and organize effectively to define and set goals, solve problems, 

negotiate and make decisions 
• experiment and explore through both spontaneous and structured activities 
• use art confidently as a form of expression and communication while 

demonstrating a range of technical skills 
• demonstrate an ability to find original and inventive solutions 
• apply skills specific to the art forms studied to elaborate an idea, a theme 

or a composition to a point of realization 
• present work through formal or informal performance and exhibition. 
• reflect upon and evaluate their work in order to set goals for future 

development 

 

Skills will be strengthened, deepened and reviewed 
through a spiral curriculum, integrating 
interdisciplinary studies. Areas developed include: 
• understanding and use of the design cycle 
• study of the formal elements of art: line, tone, 

colour and form 
• mastery of a range of  skills and techniques   
• development and use of specific vocabulary  
• appreciation and understanding of 

contemporary and historical artworks  
• creation of a developmental workbook 
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• use group discussion and feedback to support and promote creative 
development 

• assess and appraise their work and that of others. 
• show sensitivity to their own and different cultures 
• accept and incorporate views and feedback from others to further develop 

their artistic potential 
• show self-motivation in setting and meeting deadlines 
• show initiative, creativity and a willingness to take risks 
• support and encourage their peers towards a positive working 

environment. 

 • use of art as and expressive and imaginative 
tool 

• making connections to other cultures and the 
wider world 

• develop a deeper understanding of themselves 
and  others 
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6.1.  MATHEMATICS 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
Mathematics courses at H.I.S. aim to equip students with a solid base of mathematical knowledge, related skills and attitudes to provide 
them with one way of understanding the world around them, to enable them to adapt their skills as technology develops, and to provide 
them with the opportunity to study mathematics for its own sake. Links between branches of mathematics and other subjects are exploited 
where appropriate. Mathematical literacy and the international nature of mathematics are emphasized. The following five branches of 
mathematics are studied each year: number, algebra, geometry and trigonometry, statistics and probability, and discrete mathematics. 
Problem-solving skills are addressed in all branches. Extended mathematics for high-ability students is integrated into the course each year 
and extra topics are covered in grades 9 and 10 
AIMS GRADE 6 

In grade 6 students practice and extend basic operations on 
integers, fractions, decimals, and percentages. They are encouraged 
to develop mental methods for larger and larger numbers. In algebra, 
they are introduced to the rules for algebra and explore the 
connection between sequences, functions and graphs. Geometry 
skills including angle measurement, transformations, area, and 
perimeter are extended to triangles, quadrilaterals and other two-
dimensional polygons. Students learn how to find a mean and are 
introduced to probability. They discuss methods for collecting and 
displaying data. In discrete mathematics, students study sets and set 
operations with whole numbers as well as Venn diagrams. 
GRADE 7 

The aims for mathematics are to enable students to 
• develop a positive attitude toward the continued learning 

of mathematics 
• appreciate the usefulness, power and beauty of 

mathematics, and recognize its relationship with other 
disciplines and with everyday life 

• appreciate the international dimensions of mathematics 
and its varied cultural and historical perspectives 

• gain knowledge and develop understanding of 
mathematical concepts 

• develop mathematical skills and apply them 
• develop the ability to communicate mathematics with 

appropriate symbols and language 
• develop the ability to reflect upon and evaluate the 

significance of their work and the work of others 
• develop patience and persistence when solving problems 
• develop and apply information and communication 

technology skills in the study of mathematics. 
OBJECTIVES 

In grade 7 students consolidate written methods of calculation and 
focus on number skills needed for algebra such as working with 
negative integers, multiples and factors, and powers. They also work 
extensively on ratio and proportion, extending and applying their 
understanding of fractions, decimals, and percentages. In algebra, 
they simplify expression, substitute values, and solve simple 
equations. They are introduced to straight-line graphs and study 
linear functions. Geometry units focus on properties of shapes, 
transformations, congruence, and scaling. Students compare 
theoretical and experimental probability and begin to interpret and 
compare data. In discrete mathematics, they are introduced to trees. 
GRADE 8 
In grade 8 students extend their understanding of proportional 
reasoning and number calculations including powers and roots. 
Appropriate use of a calculator is explored. In algebra, students 
extend their understanding and skills extensively, solving equations 
using algebraic, graphical, and trial and improvement methods. 
Functions, formulae and algebraic fractions are also covered. 
Geometrical reasoning is used to explore polygons and angle 
geometry. Measurement problems are developed further to include 
circles and compound shapes. Students calculate probabilities and 
statistics and extend their ability to interpret data including misleading 
data. In discrete mathematics, they study logic including 
programming skills. 
GRADE 9 

At the end of the course students should be able to: 
• know and understand concepts, and demonstrate skills, 

from the five branches of mathematics (number, algebra, 
statistics and probability, geometry and trigonometry, and 
discrete mathematics) 

• be able to understand and use a variety of mathematical 
forms and should have the ability to move confidently 
between them. 

• select and use appropriate mathematical knowledge 
when investigating problems 

• select and apply appropriate mathematical skills and 
techniques when investigating problems 

• recognize patterns and structures and describe them as 
relationships or general rules when investigating problems 

• draw conclusions consistent with findings 
• justify mathematical relationships when investigating 

problems. 
• communicate mathematical facts, ideas, methods, results 

and conclusions using appropriate language and symbols 
and a variety of media and technologies. 

• reflect on their methods and processes 
• consider possible alternative approaches 
• evaluate the significance and reliability of their findings 

and the findings of others. 

 

In grade 9, students study both positive and negative indices and 
consolidate number skills involving fractions, percentage and 
decimals including recurring decimals. Algebra skills are extended 
leading up to factoring quadratic equations. Linear and quadratic 
graphs are explored and graphic calculators are introduced. In 
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  geometry, angle geometry and reasoning are extended to polygons 
and circles. The students are introduced to basic trigonometry ratios. 
Statistical understanding is extended to include basic sampling, 
distribution, and spread. In discrete mathematics, they solve problems 
leading to optimal solutions. 



 

 

Middle School Curriculum  
Information for Parents 

Page 24 of 27 

MATHEMATICS Ð cont inued 
 

GRADE 10   
In grade 10, numeracy skills are extended to irrational numbers 
including surds (radicals). Algebraic skills are consolidated and 
include manipulating formulae, solving quadratic equations, and 
solving simultaneous equations. The studentsÕ understanding of 
trigonometry ratios is expanded to include reflex and obtuse angles 
and the sine and cosine rules. Geometrical reasoning is used to 
explore circles in depth and vector geometry is introduced. Students 
explore different methods of sampling and displaying data and 
continue their study of probability. In discrete mathematics, they study 
trees and networks. 
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11.1.  TECHNOLOGY 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
Technology and technological developments have given rise to profound changes in society, transforming how we access and process 
information, how we communicate with others and how we work and solve problems. 
The MYP holistic approach to teaching and learning acknowledges that inquiry and problem solving contribute to studentsÕ development of 
thinking skills and strategies that will equip them to face the rapidly changing demands of the twenty-first century. 
MYP technology aims to provide the means and the context to help students become skilful problem solvers, who can appreciate the role of 
technology in everyday life and society and who can respond critically and resourcefully to real-life challenges. 
As 2007 -2008 is an establishment year for MYP Technology at HIS, it is necessary that some introductory work will be required at all 
levels.  In future years, once the subject fundamentals are understood, this introductory phase will be conducted at grade 6. 
AIMS GRADE 6 

In grade 6 students are introduced to the design cycle.  They begin to 
develop an understanding of the processes involved in designing and 
creating.  In Information Technology they develop basic skills in word 
processing and document layout; they are introduced to spreadsheets, 
learning some basic functions and use presentation software to communicate 
ideas effectively.  In Materials Technology they are introduced to designing 
and planning techniques.  They try a variety of simple construction principles.  
The major work requirement is to investigate, design, plan, create and 
evaluate a model motorboat. 
GRADE 7 

The aims of the teaching and study of technology are 
to encourage and enable students to: 
• Develop an appreciation of the significance of 

technology for life, society and the environment 
• Use knowledge, skills and techniques to create 

products/solutions of appropriate quality 
• Develop problem-solving, critical- and creative-

thinking skills through the application of the design 
cycle 

• Develop respect for othersÕ viewpoints and 
appreciate alternative solutions to problems 

• Use and apply ICT effectively as a means to 
access, process and communicate information, 
and to solve problems. 

OBJECTIVES 

In grade 7 students continue the study of the design cycle.  They deepen their 
understanding of the processes involved in designing and creating.  In 
Information Technology they develop more advanced skills in word 
processing, desktop publishing and complex document layout; they work with 
spreadsheets, learning more advanced functions and analyze effective 
techniques for using presentation software to communicate ideas effectively.  
In Materials Technology they develop their designing and planning 
techniques.  They develop a variety of more complex construction principles 
and techniques.  The major work requirement is to investigate, design, plan, 
create and evaluate a series of product packages. 
GRADE 8 
In grade 8 students deepen their understanding of the design cycle. In 
Materials Technology they continue to develop their designing and planning 
techniques. .  They begin to master a variety of complex construction 
principles and techniques. In Information Technology they are introduced to 
webpage design and learn some basic skills in HTML. They also study simple 
graphic manipulation techniques. The major work requirement is to 
investigate, design, plan, create and evaluate a fully functioning website. 
GRADE 9 

The objectives of any MYP subject and of the personal 
project state the specific targets set for learning in the 
subject. They define what the learner will be able to 
do, or do better, as a result of studying the subject.  
The design cycle is a model and it is intended to be the 
central tool to help students to create and evaluate 
products/solutions in response to challenges. The MYP 
technology design cycle consists of four major stages 
and these relate to the objectives of the course.  
Investigate  
Students identify the problem to be solved, develop the 
design brief and formulate a design specification. 
Plan 
Students design and plan the solution (product) 
Create 
Students use appropriate techniques and equipment, 
following their plan, to create the solution (product) 
Evaluate 
Students evaluate the solution (product) in the light of 
their investigation, planning and creation stages of the 
design cycle.  

 

In grade 9 students begin to master the use of the design cycle. In Materials 
Technology they continue to develop their designing and planning 
techniques.  They master a variety of complex construction principles and 
techniques. In Information Technology they master the use of spreadsheet 
software, employing a variety of complex formula.  They also study a variety 
of complex graphic manipulation techniques utilizing different software 
packages. The major work requirement is to investigate, design, plan, create 
and evaluate a variety of publications e.g. CD/DVD covers, movie posters 
and also create a digital artwork. 
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TECHNOLOGY - cont inued 
 

GRADE 10 Att i tudes in Technology 
Students should carry out units of work using materials 
and techniques safely and responsibly.  They should 
work effectively as members of a team, collaborating, 
acknowledging and supporting the views of others.  
They should provide evidence of personal engagement 
with the subject (motivation, independence, positive 
attitude) when working in technology. 

 
In grade 10 students begin to master the use of the design cycle. In Materials 
Technology they begin to show mastery of designing and planning 
techniques.  They master a variety of complex construction principles and 
techniques. In Information Technology they master the use of spreadsheet 
software, employing a variety of complex formula.  They deepen their study a 
variety of complex graphic manipulation techniques utilizing different software 
packages. They are introduced to video and audio editing software.  The 
major work requirement is to investigate, design, plan, create and evaluate a 
video production and an audio podcast. 
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15.1.  HUMANITIES 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
The aim of humanities in the MYP is to encourage students to gain and develop knowledge, conceptual understanding, research skills, 
analytical and interpretive skills, and communication skills, contributing to the development of the student as a whole. Humanities aims to 
encourage students to respect and understand the world around them, and to provide a skills base to facilitate further study. This is 
achieved through the study of individuals, societies and environments in a wide context. The humanities curriculum covers both history and 
geography. The history units enable students to develop their skills, understanding and knowledge of time, cause and consequence, 
continuity and change and similarity and difference. The geography units enable students to develop their skills understanding and 
knowledge of orientation and geographical position, environment, development and subjectivity of special representation. 
AIMS GRADE 6 

The units of study in grade 6 focus on the foundations of history and 
the birth of civilization. 
GRADE 7 
The units of study in History in grade 7 focus on the civilizations of 
Ancient China, Greece and Rome. The geography units are built 
around the concepts of climate and environment. 
GRADE 8 
The units of study in History in grade 8  focus on Medieval life in 
Europe, the Renaissance and the great voyages of discovery.  The 
geography units focus on development and population issues. 
GRADE 9 
The history units of study focus on the Enlightenment period and the 
industrial revolution.  The geography units explore human geography. 
GRADE 10 

The aims of the teaching and study of humanities are to 
encourage and enable the student to develop:  
• an inquiring mind 
• the skills necessary for the effective study of humanities 
• a sense of time and place 
• a respect for and understanding of othersÕ perspectives, 

values and attitudes 
• awareness and understanding of people, cultures and 

events in a variety of places at different times 
• an understanding of the interactions and interdependence 

of individuals, societies, and their environments 
• an understanding of the causes and consequences of 

change through physical and human actions and 
processes 

• an understanding of contemporary humanities issues 
• a sense of internationalism and a desire to be proactive 

as a responsible global citizen 
• an awareness of the connections with other subjects 
• a lifelong interest in and enjoyment of humanities 
OBJECTIVES 
At the end of the course students should be able to: 
• know and use humanities terminology in context 
• demonstrate subject content knowledge and 

understanding through the use of descriptions and 
explanations, supported by relevant facts and examples, 
and may show other ways of knowing. 

• develop an understanding of the key humanities concepts 
of time, place and space, change, systems and global 
awareness at increasing levels of sophistication 

• demonstrate technical, analytical, decision-making, and 
investigative skills at increasing levels of sophistication 

• communicate information that is relevant to the topic 
• organize information in a logically sequenced manner, 

appropriate to the format used 
• present and express information and ideas in a clear and 

concise manner, using appropriate language, style and 
visual representation 

• use referencing and a bibliography to clearly document 
sources of information, using appropriate conventions. 

 

The history units in grade 10 focus on 20th century politics. The 
geography units are built around the concepts of is physical 
geography. 

 


